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LOSS” 
SHIP FANNY, 


Caper. ROBERTSON, 
ON HER PASSAGE FROM 
BOMBAY TO CHINA, 

Noreiaen 29, 1808. | 


nea 


Mae. Thomas Page, second officer to the Fanny, left 
the Downs, March, 1803, in the E|phinstone, Captain 
Craig, and arrived at Madeira in twelve days. While . 
here, he was persuaded by one of the passengers, to take 
an excursion through this island, for the purpose of gain- 
Ing the summit of the Peak, which he thus describes :— 
“The undertaking was difficult and dangerous; but pro- 
vided with instruments of observation, we set out, and 
soon reached the base of the Peak, which we continued 
ascending for a day and ahalf, pursuing our course through 

tep snow, passing dreadful precipices during the day, 
and sleeping at night in ravines among the snow. 


In the afternoon of the second day we reached the 
pot, which appeared to us to be the summit of the moun- 
Ba? 3 
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tain, but to our surprise and mortification we found that 
we had not yet completed our task; for we then dis- 
covered that there were several points higher than that 
which we had gained. Still we should have persevered, 
had not our provisions been nearly exhausted ; and this 
circumstance, added to the apprehension that the vessel 
might sail before our return, determined us, though very 
unwillingly, to begin our journey downwards. We were 
at this ttme many thousand feet above the level of the 


sea; the clouds were rolling in vast volumes beneath us, 


aud we commanded a prespect more extensive and beau- 
tifal than I can attempt to describe to you. Having en- 
joyed it for some time, we began our descent, but could 
not reach the town till the next day.” 


Having left Madeira the following morning, they pro- 
ceeded to the Cape, which, after experiencing much bad 
weather and variable winds, they reached, May 14. 
Here they did not stay long, for the troops whom they 
were to have taken ftom thence to India huving been em- 
barked in some other ship a short time before their arri- 
val, they continued their course to Bombay, where they 
arrived on the 7th of July. 


After a stay here of about ‘# fortnight, Mr. T. Page 


was engaged by Captain Robertson, of the Fanny, 


bound for China, as his second mate: Had he been eon- 
' versant in the Malay tongue he would have been: 


pointed the first. Agreeable to orders, he immediately, 


went on boaid, and early the next morning, August 8, 
the ship pot under weigh. 


_ Here it should be observed, that they were very late in 
the season, fur the breaking up of the S. W. wind gene- 
rally takes place in the beginning of September, accom- 


panied with such violent gales as few vessels can with- - 


staud. This hurricane is called by the. Chinese the 
ta-Jun, (signifying, in their language, the great wind) and 
by seamen vulgarly pronounced the tiffeon. The proper 
appellation is typhon. A modern writer thas ‘describes 
it:——‘* The typhon i6 a strong swift wind, that blows from 
all points, and is frequent in the Iadian sea, especially, 


about Siam, China, and Japan, and between Malacca . 
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and Japan. It breaks out violently almost from the. 
western point, and turning round the horizon with a rapid 
force, performs the revolution in twenty hours, still grow-= 
ing stronger and stronger, raising those seas with its 
strong whirling about to a great height, every tenth wave 
rising above the rest; which dashing against one another 
' with great force, the seamén lose all hopes of their lives ; 
for which, and: other storms, sailing from India to J apan 
\is very dangerous, so that if one ship of three gets safe 
there, ’tis counted to be a prosperous voyage. The ty. 
* phon rages most in summer, and more than can be con. 
ceived by those who have not seen it; so that ’tis no won 
der the ribs of the strongest and largest ships should be 
loosened. You would think the heavens and earth were 
turned to their ancient chaos. It rages not only at sea 
but on land, and overturns houses, pulls up trees by the 
routs, &nd carries great ships a quarter of a mile from the 
sea.. It seldom lasts above six hours. In the Indian 
ocean the sea is at first plain, bat there comes afterwards. 
dreadful. waves.” | 


_ They proceeded very smoothly on their voyage until 
they arrived at the Straitsof Malacca, where they unfor- 
tunately got aground, and knocked off their rudder, but 
soon shipped it again, and went on without further inter- 
‘ruption till the middle of September,. when. the moon 
_ plainly indicated blowing weather. | 


Accordingly on the 19th they had‘a fresh gale, with 
increasing sea, until the 20th,.on which day the sky pre. 
sented a vivid appearance ; the clouds, which were graatly - 
agitated, were flying ubout in all directions, and the sea. 
tossing nbout with equal irregularity. Convinced: that 
these were omens of something unusual, they prepared 
their vessel for the worst. She was a tight strong ship, 
capable of resisting a strong gale, but still they thought 
it necessary to render her more secure.. | 

; On the 2ist, by noon, the gale came on, and by eight 

o'clock, P. M. it blew so exceedingly hard that they 

could not carry a stitch of ‘canvas; it increased in vio- 

lence during the night, attended with a very high sea, 

until eight the next morning, when suddeuly this heavy 
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gale of wind, became 2 downright talm. They were _ 
‘pow assured of the eppreach of a typhen, which ac — 
cordingly came to pass in half an hour. The sea was 
atmazingly ‘high, and the rising waves, counteracted by 
the violence of the hurricane, turmed back, and made en 
rd i froth all over the ocean, resembling e@ boiling 
chaldron About nine o'clock their fore-inast went dy 
the board ; and the wreck geing astern, tore away the 
rudder. There were now three feet of water in the hold, | 
and the ship was driving to an fro at the myercy of the 
wind and sea: All hands were employed at the pamps 5 
tite captain was very much dejected, ard the first mate 
was out of his senses. The second mate, Mr. Page, 
wsed all his endeavours in cheering the ten at the 


pum ps. 


At midnight the gale abated, end by nme o’clock the 
next morning they had reduced the water in the hold, by 
incessant pumping, to ‘nine inches; still, however, the 
vessel, from the loss of her rudder, was dnftmg at the 
mercy of the waves. They were now in the most perilous 
situation; the wind was dying away, and they were not 
able to carry sail to steady the vessel, on which account 
she rolled about most dreadfully. At ten at mpht her 
frdin top-rhast went ovetbuard, killimg one man, end 
| wounding five. 


On the 24th they got up a jury fore-mast, after near a 
mnonth’s tossing about in these dunperous seas, steering 
by the sails, and éncoanteriny # varrety of perils. they at 
Jeneth gained the coast of Hainan, October 18, where 
they came to anchor on the same day. | 


On the 14th they sHipped a temporary tudder, which 
they had made since they had Jost their other. In the 
afternoon-of the next day, they were driven by a tiolent 

ale out of the bay, with the loss of a cable and ancher. 
These were irreparable losses; but they consoled them- 
gelyes with their new rudder, which placed the vessel agar 
under command. | 


The chief mate, whose malady was evidently ineréasing, | 
quitted the ship on tlreir first artival in the bey, deter. 


— -—s —~ —~ — a= _— 
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mined, us he said, te take his chance wpon shore amen 

even wild beasts, rather than remain fepger in tHe 
vessel a8 an meumbrance ; the went accerdingly in a bogt 
which was sent to shere for waters and ¢he bout ‘noe 
having retarned before the Famuy was driven out of the 
buy ‘as -above-mentiored, there were, busides the chief 
mate and his servant, four men left behind. . 


On the 16th they had anther violent gale; and the 
next day they stood in, mate land, and came to anchor 
in Tongsoi bay, on the S. E. part of the island of [fainan, 
well sheltered from the N. £. monsoon. ‘Here they res 
mained three weeks, and got plenty of water; but they 
could get no provisions, us the natives, notwithstanding 
the repeated ‘solicitations of the captain and his mate, 
tefused to trade with them, having been, as they said, 
forbidden. There were forty bags of five in the ship, 
but they knew not where they were stowed, and the - 
men were too weuk to look forthem, which would have 
been very laborious; all the rest of their rice was con- 
sumed, and they had only four begs of dohl (a kind of 
peas, ‘which the Lascars are very fend of,) to support 
them; they were therefore obliged to allowance the men 


‘at the rate of half a pound of pease for the twenty-four 


hours. The poor men bore this with great patience, but 


soon begun to droop. 


While in Tongsoi Bay, they received a tetter Trom the 
chief mate, whom they left tehind, informing them, 
thut himself and the boat’s crew, were, imimediately on 


* their landmg mate prisoners, end marched across the 


éountry, to the place off which the ship lay. The cruel 
usage which he had received, kad, ft seems, brought him 
to Ins senses, and:he now begged to be re-edmitted on 
board. He had prevailed upon one of the natives to 
convey this letter. About this time also, four of their 
men stole the long bout, and got ashore, after which she 
was dashed to pieces tn the surfs. | - 


A squall of wind now drove them considerably dewn 
the bay; aud as the Hainanese would not give up theit 
tuen, the cuptain, having four six-pounders, resolved to 
get abreust of the town, ard threaten if they witheld 
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them any longer, to lay the town in ashes. For thia pur- 
pose they yot under weigh, November 4, and kept one of 
the natives as an hostage. An unfavourable wind now 
blew them from the land, and at two o'clock they split 
their mainsail. They scon got up another, tacked skip. 
and stood into the bay at seven P.M. They were at 30 
fathoms water, when unfortunately their new rudder broke 
from the stern; and away they drifted again to sea, sur- 
rounded with dangers, and the Paracels (a dreadful reef 
which has never yet been completely explored,) under 
their lee. Fortunately they drifted between the rocks, 
and Cochin China, every hour encountering fresh perils ; 
and every hour experienciug wonderful escapes. At 
length the ship came rouud upon the other tack, and 
they drifted to the S.E. across the southern tail of the 
Paracels, proceeding in a S.E. direction till November 
2ist, when they had finished another rudder, and got it 
shipped, | : | 


Having the vessel once more under their command, 
they felt themselves more at ease, and stood to the S.E. 
that night. Early the next morning they perceived rocks 
and sunds round them in every direction, and tried in. 
vain to get out; therefore they came to anchor. They 
bad a small China boat, which they procured at Hainan, 
but which was very leaky. It was now determined to re- 
pair this boat, and seek for a passage through the reefs: 
these repairs occupied three whole days, during which 
time, the ship drove nearer the lee rocks at every blast of 
- wind, They perceived fram the mast head, no less than 
nine reefs of rocks around them; and frequently they 
were not more than a mile from the nearest rocks, over 
bome parts of which, the sea broke with tremenduous vio- 
lence. They had two anchors down, the only ones re- 
muining. 


— After all their labour, the bont was still not sea worthy : 
they therefore hove up one anchor, cut the cable of the 
other, and made sail. At this time, November 26, the 
reef was about 100 yards from them, and they had every 
prospect of clearing it, but unfortunately the wind altered 
and drove them right upon it. They endeavoured to 
tack, and used every exertion to save the vessel and their 
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lives, but in vain; for at one ‘o’clock P.M, the Fanny 
struck! the ‘first blow knocked off their second new rad- 
der, which cost then so much trouble to make. The ves- 
* sel strack very hard, driving in further among the rocks. 
Expecting her to: go to preces every moment, they cut 
away their mizen mast, which eased her, and she appeared 
to be fixed. It was high water when they got upon the 
reef, and they could see no appearance of any thing then, 
but very shoal water; however, when the tide sunk, the 
rocks were visible, and at dead low water it was dry for 
several miles round theta. There were 12 feet water 
where the vessel was, and she lay oververy much. They 
now cut down the yard, from the masts, and put them 
overboard as props ‘to support her; though they doubted 
very much whether they should live to see another day. 


Dreadful now: was their situation. They were cast 
upon a reef never before known; the N.E. monsoon at 
its height ; the nearest coast to them was Cochin ‘China, 
distant 250 miles; and the rrearest land that ‘they could 
possibly make was Pulo Auro, distant 800 mites. The 
crew were in number 56; they expected the sp every 
moment tod go tu pteces, and they had not a boat fit to 
carry‘them. At present indeed the Funny was perfectly 
nauts ‘but it was impossible that she could continue so 
ong. am cae 


‘After some consultation, it was resolved to‘cat off the 
poop, (should the vessel hold together long enongh) and 
thereof make 2 flat bottomed boats; this being their only 
chance, they set about the task with great alactity; and 
the poop deck was cut off the next day, and sawed inte 
lengths. "Then broke open the ‘hatches, and hove overs: 
board a great number of bates of cotton, to prevent the 
vessel oversetting. During this‘opperation, they were so 
fortunate as to find their rice, 26 bags of which, were th’ 
good condition. The ‘poor'Lascats had now a hearty 
meal, after which they laboured with greater cheer, 


‘On the 29tb of November, the captain, his gunner, and. | 
mate, (who were the only Engiishrren on board,) resol vett 
among themselves, to improve the leaky Chinese boat. 
they had, end render it ‘fit to ‘carry themselves ahd a sere 
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vant. They therefore went to work to render her water- 
tight, for they could get no assistance from the carpenters 
who were already busy in making the floats. It was their 
intentivn to place this boat under the ship’s stern, with a 
few pounds of rice, and some battles of wine, ready in a 
moments notice to be thrown in, and to.accompany the 
floats therein. At tinis time there were two feet seyen 
inches water in the hold of the vessel. Accordingly the 
next morning, the gunner and Mr. Page, the mate, went 
to work upon the boat: they pursued their work with 
great diligence; the floats going on at the sametime, and 
the water increasing in the hold to three feet four inches. 
On the Ist of Decemher, it was four feet nine inches, and: 
the next day, six feet two inches: onthe 3rd, it was seven 
feet nine inches, in the evening eight feet six inches. 


The next morning there were nine feet ten inches of 
water in her hold, and at noon she was completely bulged, 
the water within being at the same height asthat without. 
The ship now began to give, the timbers started, and the 
planks, broke in several places. They were now greatly 
alarmed at their situation, and concluded, that the vessel 
could not possibly hold long together. To add to their 
affliction, their fresh water failed them; but Heaven was 
pleased to grant them a supply by several showers of 
heavy rain, which they caught with extended sails; and 
thus filled their water butts. In five days the boat was 
finished, and they were preparing the floats with equal 

diligence. | 


After they had been upon the wreck about a fortnight, 
they began to feel the effects of the effluvia arising from 
the putrefaction of the cotton in the hold, which was pro-. 
duced by the salt water; and which was so exceedingly 
pernicious that a silver spoon, placed between decks, be- 
came black in the space of a short time. The crew, fell 
sick very soon; their coinplaint was an excessive swelling 
of the face and head: many who were well at night, were 
so disfigured in the morning, that it was with great diffi- 
culty they could be recognised. Capt. Robertson was 
also taken ill, but his. disorder proceeded from the liver, 
which was greatly aggravated by living so long upon rice 
and salt beef; he was soon obliged to keep his bed, and 
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every day became worse. In the course of a week four 
men died; the rest were drooping, and the carpenters 
were scarcely able to work, whic considerably retarded 
the completion of the rafts. ‘To add to their distress, the 
ship continued to give more and more, and in this hope- 
less state they remained almost three weeks, expecting a 
speedy dissolution. 


Thereef upon which they struck, was composed en- 
tirely of sharp rocks, in every part except the spot where 
the wreck lay, which was a little sandy bay, formed by 
two points, ora prong, of the reef. ‘They were driven 
close up to the rocks in this little bay and the points 
securely sheltered them from the force of the waves: had 
they not been very providentially driven on this very spot, 
or had they even struck g, hundred yards further back- 
wards or forwards, they milst inevitably have been dashed 
to pieces in a few hours, At low water when the rocks 
were dry around them, some of the people often went on 
them, inquest of shell fish, and there found a quantity of 
rock oysters, which however were so strong that none 
eould eat them but the blacks. Sometimes they caught 
a few fish, which the tide had left in the holes of the rocks, 
and which afforded the captain and officers some good 
1 eals. The second mate once ventured on the reef, but 
th: sharp coral rock cutting his feet like a knife, he was 
glad to return. The Lascars however, whio hud never 
been accustomed to shoes or stockings, and the soles of 
whose feet were consequently of the substance of horn, 
trampled over the rocks with the greatest facility. 


On the 22d of December, to their great surprise, they 
perceived a sail in the east, standing towards the wreck. 
Supposing this to be a malay vessel, blown from the coast 
of Bornes; and knowing the savage disposition of those 
barbarians, they did not wish to have any communication 
with them. The reef was between the wreck and the 
strange vessel, consequently, the latter could not come 
near without much difficulty. They made no signal antill 
she approached nearer, when perceiving her to be a brig 
tinder American colours, they then hoisted the Englis 
ensign, union down, as a signal of distress. Hereupon 
she caine close to the edge of the reef, and hove too, at 
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about. the distance of two miles. She then sent off a 
boat to the wreck, which rowed. along the reef; over 
which the sea broke with the utmost fury. There was 
but one passage through which a boat could pass, and 
fearing they might not find it out, the second mate took 
the little Chinese boat with three men, and went to the 
mouth of the passage, at the extreme edge of the reef: 
and: by waving his hat, brought the boat abreast of him ; 
here the surf was also very high. The peoplein the boat 
waved to him to come along to them. This he could easily 
have done, on account of the peculiar construction of his 
boat; but upon consideration, he apprehended, that if 
he got through the surf into deep water on the outside, 
it might be impossible for him to return to the wreck ; in 
which case he must have gone on board the American, 
and have left those on the wreck to their fate. He was 
therefore resolved not to go through the surf; though by sa 
doing he might have saved his own life, but staid for same 
time waving to the Americans to come through the surf 
to him. Thishowever they declined, aud the mate ac- 
cordingly returned to the wreck. The Americans rowed 
back to their ship, which made sail and stood away from 
the reef. The crew in the wreck now concluded that she 
had left them; but this was not the case. She again ap- 
peared about noon, when she came nearer the reef, and 
sent her boat off again; which, after some attempts, got 
through the surf, and coming alongside, said that they 
belonged to the bng Pensylvania, from Philadelphia, 
bound to China; that they had been 43 days fram Ma- 


lacea, and were going the eastern passage, which account- ' 


. 


ed for their being in these unfrequented seas. 


The American mate brought a note to Capt. Robertson, 
offering to convey his ship’s company immediately from 
the wreck, and next morning to take what ngging and 
stores might be necessury. Captain Roberteon however 
replied, that for his part, he was determined to take his 
chance in the floats he was building, but that if any of 
his people wished to go they might. 


The chief mate of the American, now advised Mr. Page, 
to seize this opportunity of preserving his life, by ac- 
companying him on board the brig. He imprinted 


Mat hi 
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ye 
if aptain Robertson’s resolution to a strange infatuation, 

. qyand declared that all contracts between them must necés- 
» yqSerily be void, as the Fanny was now a complete wreck. 
; ale was certain that Mr. Page had done his duty, and 
added a3 a further inducement for his departure, that he 

» yWould justify his character to every body: notwithstand- 
‘reefing the justice of these remarks, and though the Lascars 
im: Ware all ready to accompany him, this officer declined the 

baroposal. ‘The captain, he acknowledged, had formed a 
-ailesperate resolution ; but he thought it was his duty not 
if jit? desert his commander, and would therefore stay witli 
the vessel as long as he did. He however reccommended 


the Lascars to the protection of the American captain. 


_ 


rat | 
ial 
— The boat now quitted the wreck to communicate this 
»y2oswer; when the American commander finding that 
pryceptain Robertson and his officer (for the first mate had 
‘ueserted the ship) were inflexible, immediately ordered 
“out boat to return to them with a few trifling articles, such 
| ach sugar, vinegar, bread, &c. and to say, that he would 
tow take only four persons from the wreck, who must be 
ro Christians. 

_ This strange determination on the part of the American | 
and faPtain, threw a damp over the crew of the lost Fanny. 
sat Four Portuguese however were selected, (to whom were 
eg fren some cordage and sails,) and they immediately put 
hig2H to Join the brig. Phe next morning, December 25th, 
jq.he was seen at a great distance, and at 10 A.}1. she was 


‘ 


we tear out of sight. 


as day which those in the wreck now spent. Language 

wm §. incapable of conveying a just picture of their distress, 

ad Mr. Page however, solaced himself with the assurance 

~ hat he had done his duty ; being the only officer who re- 
nained to comfort'and assist his captain. 


Our readers may conceive the unhappy, gloomy:Christ- 
Ons 


his 


ms For a few days, by the assistance of the sugar, vinegar _ 
tc. Captain Robertson’s health was so far re-established, 
.e, hat he was now capable of superimtending the building 
>” ifthe floats; which were completed December31.. These 
‘J oats resembled two large boxes.or chests; the fore: part 


B 
' 
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projectm> in -an ahs of -45° ‘like the barges ‘in Eng-. 
land.; they were‘each seventeen feet and 4 half long at 
the bottom, and by the projection forward,'they become 
twenty feet long above; they were five feet deep, five 
feet broad below, and the sides projected ‘in the ‘same 
thanner as the fore part, but only to an angle of 15° ; 
the extrerire ‘breatith above was eighteen feet, conse- 
quehtly, when we consider ‘the number of the crew, it 
must be-allowéd they were very small; besides they were 
entirely open, their size not admitting of any deck. To 
make them as strong as possible, they had ripped planks 
from off the sides, and copper from the bottom of the 
ship, a task which gccasioned much labour, and occu+ 
pied a great deal of time. They were afterwards em- 
ployed three days more in getting in ‘their rigginy, sails, 
provisions, and water; of which last article they had a 
butt and a‘half in each of their two floats or boxes, as 
they may be more.properly called. 


‘After -having been upon the rocks from the 26th of 
November, to the 4th of, January, 1804, the captain, his 
mate, and twenty-three Europeans, embarked in one of 
these floats, and the natives, twenty-four in number, in 
the other. Thus closely stowed, they left the wreck 
with sensations which cannot be described. Their long 
stay upon the rocks hud rendered them familiar to them ; 


they ‘were inured to the severities which in such a situa=: 


tion they hourly experienced; and though it would have 


been ‘inevitable destruction to have remained ‘much_ 


Jonger there, yet they had little prospect of better 
their condition, by the humble attempts which they ha 
made'for their preservation. Such was the construction 
of their rafts, (being flat forward on the sides) that they 
.could ‘answer only before the wind and sea; and if, by 
any accident, they should come sidelong to the sea, the 
-probability was, that having no deck they would fill, 
and consequently sink. ‘Fo render still their prospects 
more gloomy, the nearest place they could reach with 
any safety was ‘Malacca, which was upwards of 1-400 
niles distance; for the natives of ‘Pulo Auro (distant 


800 miles as already observed) were a set of barbarous. 


Malays, by whom they might be devoted to destruction, 
. did they make to that part of the coast. Thus manifold 
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dangers surrounded.them every way, and they had. only 
‘a choice of evils; however as 1t woald have been. mad- 
ness in the extreine to have remained upon the rocks, to 
starve and perish there, they were resolved, bold and. 
hazardous as the undertaking was, to make for Malacca. 
‘Eleven muskets, and some ammunition (alt the arms 
they had) the captain took snto his own raft; for as the 
Eascars ate noted for. cowardice, he thought he and his 
company could make better use of these articles, 1n case 
‘of an attack, and therefore undertook to protect the 
the other float. The litthke Chimese hoat was algo fus- 

_ tened to the captain’s raft; and thus equipped, they. pro- 
seeeded on their dungerous voyage. 


At the very first outset they began to experiense diffi- 
eulties; for as they could only go before the wind, and 
‘in a S, W. direction, they were obliged to, pasa over. the 
‘reef. In this dangerous attempt, both the rafts grounded 
‘on the rock, and beat so violently ypon them that ex 
moment threstened them with destruction. Havin 
been full two hours.in this melanchely situation, they at 
Jength found a hollow, with eight feet water, where they 
came to anchor for the night. By this violent striking 
en the rock, the coppers which had been affixed to.the 
‘bottom of theiz float was beaten off, and it became in 
consequence sa leaky that they were obhged to hep 


se 


two. men during: the night constantly baling. 


Barly. the next morning, at high water, they. diligent!y 
sought for a passage ; and having at last’ found oe, 
though it was scarcely the length of the rafi, they pro- 
videntially got clearly off the reef; they then sent the 
httle boat to the assistance of the other raft, which’ was 
still azround, and ip great distress; after much difficulty 
however, they succeeded in getting her off the reef. 


«As soon as the’men whom she had sent in the boat to 
: her assistance returned frorg her, they brought word that 
be of the’ Lascars, belqnging to ‘her crew: had ‘poisoned 
“himself in. the night. This fellow, it seeins, had refused 
to work in the wreck, for which he was afterwards much 
;. reproached, by his shipmates ; vexed at their continual 
, taunts, he had therefote swallowed g large quantity of 

BY 
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opium, which he had reserved for the purpose, and thus 
terminated an existence which had become miserable to 
him. This circumstance rendered the number in both 
the rafts equal. _ 


The two floats now set sail together; but no sooner _ 
were they got out to sea, than that in which the captain. | 
was, having been loaded as déep us four feet, three 
juches, in order to make her steady, and carry sail, was 
only nine inches out of the water; the spray was con- 
stantly washing into her, and rendered baling continually 
necessary; they, therefore, run along anuther plank, 
nine inches wide, and over that a length of canvas, 
which prevented the force of the sea from tilling her, 
but could not hinder a great quantity of water from 
washing in;" they then set two of the natives in the little 
Chinese boat (which they were towing) and gave them ,j| 
particular directions as to their steering. They con- || 
tinued their course, gently through the day, and at night 
hoisted a lantern at their. mast-head to guide the other 
“raft ; and the next morning they had the satisfaction of 
seeing her at no great distance, 


- The next night they hoisted the lantern as before; and.” 
though they had a fresh breeze and rising sea, they suc- | 
ceeded in their course very well till about two the next: J) 
morning, when, through the carelessness of the. steers- — 
man, they got the float in the trough of the sea, which 
broke, atid-immediately hulf tilled her; all hands were * 
now employed in baling her, and they get her again be- 
fore the wind. Had such an accident however happened 
again, they must inevitably have gone to the bottom ; 
they were, therefore, doubly vigilant, and night and 
day: their attention was directed to the man at the 


helm. — 


~~ 


On the 8th of January they lost sight of their consort, | 
and after standing under easy sail for her during the day, 
concluded that she must have foundered ia the mght; , 

they therefure proceeded on their course, entertaiming ap- | 
prehensions of sharing the same supposed fate. ( 


_ The further they got into the open ocean the higher 4 
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they foiind the sea; but the little Chinese boat astern, 

_rose remarkably well to the waves; and as the lives of 

. those in it depended on their steerage, they were conti- 
nually cautioned to be very vigilant; to their cautiops 
they paid every due attention, but, unfortunately, (Jan. 9): 
a heavy sea overtook the Chinese little boat, and it was 
upset at about eleven o'clock at night. The two unhappy 
netives who were in it, were heard to cry, “ Allah, Allah!” 
but the crew in the captain’s float had no means of as- 
sisting them; one of them, however, luckily seized hold 
of the towrrope, and by that means was taken in; the 
other was seen no mnorc! 


It is very remarkable that from the time of their 

| Jeaving the rocks, two enormous sharks had kept pace 
with this httle boat night and day; they kept on each 

_ side of her, usually swimming with their back fins above 
'* water; but after this poor native was lost, they were seen 
' no more. This circumstance made no small impression 
on those who were inclined to supersition. ie: 

. They now cyt away the boat from the stern, as it jm- 
peded the steerage ; and proceeded with the same castion 

., a8 before. The sea rising higher and higher, became at 
'  Jast almoat taé much for their flvat to bear, ard abont the 
219th day of their voyage, it was so truly tremendous 
~4. that situated as they were, in.a little open box, they all 
thought that they must Arayg béen overwhelmed, “and 
prepared themselves for, the fate which they bad su'long 
ayouded, and which ,they:now s) mach dreaded. At this 
tune their siluatiod was truly deplorable; the captain 
had lost, the use of ‘his limbs, and a dreadful scurvy ‘had 
‘broken Sut among the crew; ten of them were incapable 
_of doing apy duty, their gums aud throats having be¢gme 
"80 putrid that they could scarcely swallow; even wdtinds 
_ which bed been healed many years, now broke out With 
ali their fermer inveteracy, aid one man lay dead before 
them, whn had just departed this miserable life in ex- 
treme agony. ‘his dreadful scurvy was occasioned by 
their eating damaged rice, which was wetted with salt 

wster, on the day on which they left the wreck. |” 


a 


> 


The. whole of the crew (although still able to doa 
Pe eee ee B3 oa a | 
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"little duty) were very ill, except Mr. Page, who fortu- 
nately retained his health and spirits, while his compa- 
nious were grievously afflicted. Happily, however, they 
surmounted all difficulties and danyers, and came in 
sight of the southern Anambas, on the 23rd of Ja- 
huary. , ? 


On the 26th they were driven to the westward by the 
force of the current to Puley Tingley, an uninhabited 
island, where they staid two days, hoping to discover - 
some means of curing their scurvy, but in vain. Having - 
filled their butts with fresh water, they accordingly. re-- 
sumed their course. ; 


On the 30th they saw a brig at the entrance of the 
Straits of Malacca, bound to Rhivo en the islund of Ben- 
tang, to trade with the Malays for pepper. The cap- 
tain of this brig assisted our wretched sufferers with some - 
provisions, ad advised them to keep close to the Malay. 
- Shore, as the Straits were infested by pirates, with whonn . 
he had lately had an engagement, in which his chief 
’ mute had been killed, ‘himself wounded, and the ship 
nearly shattered to pieces. — | ! 


Our distressed mariners, thus cautioned, took their 
leave of the captain, and proceeded on their way; but 
the current carried them down to the Sumatra coast, 
“which they were so desirous to avoid. They were five 
days crossing the Straits to Malacca, and at length ar- 
rived off the harbour, February 4, after being a whole 
month at sea, during which time they were in hourly ex- 
’ pectation of sinking. When within six miles of the 
shore, they fell in with a fishing-boat, by which they 
_ sent a note to the governor, who in a short time, sent two ° 
boats to them with fowls, wine, fruits, and vezetables, and - 
also to assist in towing ther in. ‘hey got in the same. 
night; and early the next morning were towed up the 
fiver, where they moored their crazy fabric, and after- 
wards removed their sick tothe hospital, —.. : 

Several persons now came down to see them, and the. 
kindest attention was shown them by all the gentlemen 
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in the settlement. The captain was removed toa gen- 
tleman’s house where he was taken proper care of; and 


Mr. Page, who. remained in the float, was supplied by 
the governor with fowls and other provisions. | 


It should have been observed, that when Mr. Page 
agreed with Captain Robertson to be his second mate, 
he had no wages- advanced ; it is at Bumbay a long es- 
tablished custom for every officer to receive four months 
advance of wages, previous to the ship sailing; this 
amount, therefore, should have been paid to him at the 
time of agreement; but not having occasion for it, he 
deferred receiving it till they should arrive in China, 
_ when he intended to lay it out, with other monies, in the 
purchase of articles for private trade, ‘which are always 
sure to turn to good account in Bombay. The float, 
and every thing belonging to her, was, on their arrival at 
Malacca, sold for 800 dollars. Mr. Page who had no 
friends at Malacca, now expected to have received his 
wages, or at least some indemnification for the great 
losses he had sustained. This gentleman’s account 
of the captain’s treatment we shall give in his own 
words :—** [had lost all my clothes, instruments, and 
books; a valuable sextant was washed away in the 
night when the boat was in the trough of the sea; and 
- the only blanket which I then had to keep myself warm 
during the night (for we had much rain) went with it; 
so that, during the passage, I was but a poor half- 
starved, shivering, shipwrecked sailor, without shoe or 
‘tucking. These considerations might have entitled me 
to some indemnification; but the captain offered me 
none. His whole conduct to me was scandalous in the 
extreme; when he left the vessel he took no more notice 
of me than if I had been‘ a foremast man; the provision 
he sent me was only a small loaf a day; and I really 
think I should have ‘been starved, had it not been for the 
governor’s fowls, . | 

“ While I remained (which I did for five days) on 
board the float, taking care of gs property, the captain’s 
treatment of me surprised all the gentlemen in the 
place, who frequently enquired why £ was nut better 


~ 
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f 
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provided ? ‘at. the same time, pressing me, in the most 
friendly manner, ta go on shore and spend a few days 
with them; fram which, however, I excused myself, by 
saying that I could not leave the float whilst any part of 
the property remuined in her. When every thing, how- 
ever, was got ip, the captain sent for me to wnte the 
affidavit ; it contained ap accqunt of faur sponthy’ trans. 
actions; the revising, correcting, and making out q fair 
fopy of which to be sworn, employed me two days and a 
ha f,. during which time } tiyed with him: on the thud 
roorning he told ba “ he fonpd it too expensive to sup; 
pert me, as J wrote but slowly, and that he would hire a 

ortuguese clerk to finish such writings as he might 
want.” Here was 4 apeech to 9 may who had risked his 
jife ta serye him, and who bad never received even for 
his common services any cgmpensation whatever! J 
was confounded af his ingratitude, and determined to 
to write to the governor, giving hiw an account of the 
whole of his conduct; byt, afterwards reflecting that he 
was pnworthy the trouble which sych a procedure would 
give me, | relinquished my intention, | then got a few 


_ slothes, found out a honse to lodge in, and waited for an 
ppportunity af. geting te Bombay.” 


During thejp stay at Malacca, a ship cqme in, on 
board of which was one of the Lascars belonging te the 
ether float, which they sypposed had been lost. From 
him they Jegrnt that this float steered right before the 
the wind, until they came to a small island near the 
Straits of Malacca; when, heing in want of water, they 
went on shore to procwe some; byt the barbarous 
Molays (who were natives of this island) attacked the 

oor nalf stasved creatures, and horrid to relate !—in 


_ cold blood murdered them all, except this poor fellow, 


who seging the slaughter of is ¢ompanions, fled into 
the weods, and by stealing a cance at uight time, got to 
Rhio in the island of Bentang, which torms-the soyth- 
eastern part of the Straits, where he met with this ves- 
sel. Thos, after enduring every hardship.and suffering 
the greatest misery, these poor fellows, whom the ocean 
had spared, were. dogmefl to glut the vengeance of a 
race ‘pf savage beings, unworthy the name of men.. 
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* He is not,” as Rolla in Pizarro.observes, “ always a 
man who bears the human form.” 


After a stay at Malacca of about twenty days, the 
Bombay fleet, came in from China. Captain Robertson 
procured a passage to Bombay himself, but refused to 
take. Mr. Page -with him, alleging that the ships were 
too much crowded already; he was, however, deter- 
mined, if possible, to get to Bombay by this fleet, and 
was fortunately taken on board the Minerva by Cap- 
tain Pope, commander thereof, who behaved to him 
in the kindest manner; he supplied him with linen, 
and every thing else of which he stood in need. 
Having stopped in Pulo Penang, in the Straits of 
Malacca, to take in way, they proceeded on their way 
to Bombay, | 


- Thus, out of a crew consisting of 71, 25 were most 
wonderfully preserved. The sdventares here related, 
have been attended with circumstances such, perhaps, as 
have never been heard of. Many ‘may have read of 
vessels having been cast away, and of boats having been 
made from the materials; but the building of rafts of 
such curious construction as these already described, and 
building them, too, on the deck of a wreck, a ship fixed, 
as it were, in the open sea, is surely without precedent. 
Let our readers weigh all the circumstances of the si- 
tuation of this distressed crew, and they will see how 
astonishing, was their preservation. A tine ship weather- 
ing one of the most tremendous gales that ever blew, 
and afterwards wrecked on an unknown reef of rocks 
in the centre of the Chinese ocean without any | 
land for several hundred miles round us! To think 
that, through the interposition of Providence, she was 
not dashed to pieces, but remained fixed like a small 1s- 
land, in the only part of the rock that could receive her ; 
.that our mariners should remain there so many weeks, 
building two large boxes out of the wreck; and that one 
of them, with twenty-three souls on board, should sail 
the space of 1100 miles, and m a tempestuous sea, with- 
out being lost during a passage of thirty days! Let our | 
readers but consider what must have been their sufferings 
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during that month;, crowded together im 86 small a 
compass ; expecting every moment to be swaHowed wp 
by the. sea; their whele sustenanee, a little damaged 
“rice dnd water; disease raging among them; the cap- 
‘tain taid up; half the crew destroyed bythe scurvy, and 
‘the whole of them nearly at ¢eath’s dogr! It was as. much 
ds human nature could weil endure; and every atten- 
“tive réadier must admire the goodness, the mercy of that 
' Provittence’ which protected: them in such, a despesate 
woyaget ae oe 
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Remarkable Escape 


Chree Difires, 
CHESTERFIELD WHALER, 
IN AN ‘OPEN BOAT, 
| $x6m THE 


CANNIBALS ‘OF TATE ISLAND. 


Seite 


On the 29 of June, 1793, the ship Shaw Hermozier, of 
Culoutta, in comptny with the Chesterfield Whaler, 
sailed from Norfolk Island, bound to Batavia, with a re- 
solution to:explore :a passege between New Holland and 
New Guinea, in which they succeeded.; and discovered 
an islaad in lat..9 deg. 39’min. 30 sec. long. 142 deg..39 
min. which they called ‘Tate Island. : 


Two -boats ‘were dispatched to make e-survey. They 
found it inhabited, and'the natives-making very -friendly 
signs for the seamen to come on shore; but as they were 
notfasmed, ‘they did not lend. ‘The ndtives afterwatds 
came themselves on board, and bartered ows, atrows, 
and spears, for pen-knives, beads, -&c.; and, -from their 
behaviour while on board, seemed hoypitable and -bu- 
mane. 


‘In their visit they stole a hatchet, which eventually 
roved nearly -fatal.to Mr..Shaw, the‘chief -efficer-of the 
hestertield, who was sent on sliore on the 2d:of Jaly, 
witb a boat, with Captain Hill, Mr. Carter, Mr. Haskett, 
and four seamen, to make observations ‘on the sen, ,pro- 
ducts, and inhabitants of this island; -and:also carry arate 
for.protection. -The natives showed much apparent kind- 
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ness and hospitality, assisting them 1n landing, and kissing 
their hands frequently, but with a view, as it afterwards 
proved, of getting them in their power to rob and kill 
them. | - 3 


The natives treacherously surrounded these gentlemen 
on shore, and the people in the boat, and attacked them. 
Mr. Carter, without provocation, received a blow on. the 
head, and was felled to the ground, with the hatchet that 
had been stolen. Mr. Shaw got also wounded. Mr. Has- 
kett discharged his musket, and the natives fled. The 
party reached their boat, calling out to those on board to 
fire; but the natives had killed Captain Hill and one sea- 
men, and soon after two others were found floating on the 
water with their throats cut. . With difficulty Mr. Shaw, 
Mr. Carter, and Mr. Haskett got on board their boat, 
which they found had been plundered of all their provi- 
sions, boat-cloak, and their water ali started; and that the 
fourth sailor was lying dead in the boat, mangled in a 
most shocking manner. | 


. Fortunately these gentlemen got off with the boat with 
mueh difficulty, after keeping off the natives with their _ 
muskets; and by means of a sail they had not been 
plundered of, they made the best of their way. Mr. 
Carter, from the loss of blvod, was obliged to lié at the 
bottom of the boat. after his wounds had been bound 
up by handkerchiefs. The body of the murdered sea- . 
man was committed to the deep; and they- returned 
thanks to the Almighty for their deliverance. ) 


They found that they had that night drifted out to sea, 
and that their boat had been plundered of their compass 
as well as supplies, and that nothing had been left but a 
great coat and some Knives and scisgars. 


‘Mr. Shaw, who was the only navigator, stated, as the - 
wind was fair, they might reach the island of Timor in 
about ten days. They: therefore committed themselves 
to Providence. | 


On the third day of the escape fiom the cannibals of — 
Tate Island, Mr. Carter’s wound was so painful that he ~ 
wished it examined. On cutting away his hat and hair, — 
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which were clotted together, it was found to be in the 
back of his head, and appeared to have been done by 
means of the hatchet. After the wound had been 
washed with salt water, it was tied up with a piece of a 
shirt, and Mr. Carter found himself much relieved. 


They discovered an island and natives, but, as the fate 
of their companions were too fresh in their minds, they 
declined any intercourse with them, or the offer of a fish 
from one of the negroes, though they had been fifty-two 
hours without breaking their fast. Mr. Shaw and Mr. 
Haskett relieved each other every two hoursat the steer-oars. 


On the &fth day they caught two small birds: one was 

. divided into three parts, and eaten with the utmost 
avidity; the other bird was reserved for another meal.’ 
Even with this small share of subsistence their spirits 
were considerably raised. They still continued to steer 
to the westward: the sun being their guide by day, and 
the stars by night. On this night they resolved, being 
near shoal water, with breakers, to come-to, and rest’ 
themselves for the night, in five fathoms water. 


On the sixth day, in the morning, they discovered land. 
on both sides of them, which at first greatly discouraged 
them; but perceiving a current, they found a passage 
between those islands, but no inhabitants. Mr. Shaw 
and Mr. Haskett landed in search of water; and finding 
a hole full, they drank plentifully, but when they had 
filled their keg, they found it as brackish as the water 
‘alongside. Mr. Carter’s wound becoming very painful, 
it was again dressed with salt water; and three pieces of 
the skull were found to have worked out: they did not 
relate this circumstance to him, but gave him every as- 
surance of his doing well. | : 


The throat of the remaining bird was cut, and applied 
to Mr. Carter’s mouth ; and, it yielding a few drops of 
blood, it ‘gave him great relief... The body was afterwards 
divided. 


On the seventh day, they were so much reduced as to 

.  be.under the necessity of drinking their own urine. 

_’ Though disagreeable, they found relief from it. About 

nine o’clock at night, Mr. Shaw and Mr. Haskett, found 

themselves so weak, and so overcome with fatigue, that 
a | , | 


36 ESCAPE OF THREE OFFICERS. 


‘they lashed their oars, and found their boat went along 
very steadily. After joining in prayer to the Almighty, 
to whose protection they committed themselves, they laid 
down, and had a refreshing steep. Occasionally, how- 
ever, they could not refrain from starting up to look out 
for land or day. 


The eighth day they resumed the labour of the oar, 
which was encreased by a heavy swell; and Mr. Shaw 
held out hopes of seeing land in a day or two. They dis- 
covered shoal water, with breakers, and the sea frequently, 
broke over them: this rendered Mr. Carter's case truly 
-deplorable, as he could not frem extreme weakness and 
inability, move from the hottom of the boat, which was 
go full of water, that it was with the utmost difficulty he 
could keep his head above it. To add to their distress, 
Mr. Haskett was knocked out of the boat, but he was 
fortunately saved, with the utmost exertions ef Mr. Shaw, 
by putting an oar under his arm, and lifting 4im up, as by: 
‘ a lever, until taken an beard again. — 


' On the ninth day, they got clear of the shoals, and is 


launched once more into the ocean; on which occasion 
they again relied on Providence for their deliverance. Mr. 
Carter's wound, was again dressed and washed, and four 
pieces more of the bone taken from the skull, and. as- 
surances given that it was looking well. They were in 
| Oe distress than ever for water, They were growing 


isconsolate, and were making up their minds to meet 
death with fortitude, having given up every hope of sur- * 


viving another day, when Mr. Haskett eagerly exclaimed, 
that he saw “land.” This revived their hopes, aad they 
made for it, conceiving it to be the island of ‘Timor. 
They saw natives who beckoned them to come on shore; 
but they were fearful of landing from past experience, 
until Mr. Shaw, telling them they might as well trust to 
being well received on shore as perish at seas (which they 
must have done by the next day,) they agreed to run. in 
forthe bay, and that Mr. Haskett should remain, in the 
boat, and Mr. Carter and Mr. Shaw should go on shore 


in search of water. Mir. Carter, on being helped out not | 


being able ta stand, was helped in again, and the other two 
advanced to the natives—one with the water keg,. the 
ether. with a musket. They were overjoyed when they 


heard the natives cali out “ Bligh! Bligh!” recollecting 


y 
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| that Captain Bligh was very humanely treated at Timor, 


they had no doubt left but that they had the good for- 
tune ta touch at the same place. The natives gave Mr. 
Shaw a baked yam, which he found it impossible to eat, 
en account of his throat being so exceedingly parched, 
until he had quenched his thirst at a spring to which 
they carried him. They then filled their keg, and ran 
to Mr. Carter, who was calling out for water with the 
greatest eagerness. The natives looked upon them the 
whele time with the greatest astonishment. | 


‘On the word Timer, which the natives repeated, they 

ointed to the southward, and then to a prow on the beach, 
intimating that they would convey them thither. In can- 
sequence of which two mnskets and a number of knives 
and scissars that remaiaed in the boat, were given them. 


In the passage to Timor they were chased oy a prow; on 
which they hoisted sail, and steered over the reef with their 
boat, and escaped from her. Night approaching, and the 
party finding themselves much fatigued, they hauled their 
sheet aft, and lashed their oars, as customary with them, 
when their boat went along shore very steadily. They 
then lay down to sleep, and were in the morning refreshed 
with the smell of spices canveyed by the land-wind. Mr: 
Carter was so much.revived, that he several times ex- 
claimed, “‘ Keep up your hearts, my boys, we shall dine 


.with the governor of Coupang to-day.” But from shoals 


and points they were disappointed. The water they bad 
drunk tended likewise to increase their appetites, They 
were forced at night, notwithstanding, to pursue the same 
method they had formerty done, in order to obtain suffi- 
creat rest to enable them to go through the the fatigues of 


the day. 


On the eleventh day, Mr. Shaw, from the force of the 
sea on the steer-oar, in his weak state, uuluckily. fell over- 
beard: but, by holding the gunwale until Mr. Haskett 


came to his assistance, he was with great exertion got into 
the boat egain. a : 


As they were unable to weather the point which they 
saw a-head, they determined sto run into a small bay, 
with an intention to land, when the natives came. run 
ning towards them, and beckoned them on shore, cathia 
out ‘ Bligh! Bligh!” They were helped out of their 
boat by the natives, and made to sit down. Cocoa nuts, 
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yams, and Indian corn were given them, which were re- 
ceived with gratitude; while the natives were gazing on 
the piachel sufferers with silent astonishment, fad l= 
- viting them by signs to eat. 

Mr. Carter begged his wound might he dressed, which 
was now done with fresh water; and when Mr. Shaw 
‘unbound the wound, he found it nearly healed. 


By assistance the party were led up to the town, at the 
top of a steep hill, accessible only by two perpendicular 
ladders, up which they were lifted by guides. They were 
taken to the chief’s house amidst an immense concourse 
of people, who came to view these strangers, when the 
were again presented with corn, yams, and toddy to drink 
after which the chief persuaded them to take rest. 


On the morning of the 7th of July, being the twelfth 
day, they were again presented with Indian corn, yams, 
and toddy; and on enquiry found they were in the is- 


'- land of Sarrett, which was separated from Timor-land, 


‘and that they had been upon that island when they 
first refreshed themselves; that Tanabor was to the north 
ward of it; and that a prow came yearly to trade there. 
This 1uformation greatly relieved them; and they found, 
with pleasure, the natives humane and hospitable. — For 
one fcrtnight no occurrence of moment happened, except - 
the loss of a pair of scissars stolen by one of the chidren. 

On the 13th of July, Mr. Carter's wound was entirely 
healed, after having thirteen pieces of the fractured skull 
taken out. : 


They remained in Renee health until the 25th of No- 
vember, when Mr. Carter caught a fever, and died De- 
cember 10, 1793, much regretted by his friends, Shaw 
and Haskett, as well as by the natives of Timor-land. 


The survivors waited for the annual trading prow from 
Banda, which arrived, to their great joy, on the 12th of 
March, 1794. They sailed from Timor Island on the 10th 
of April, and arnved at Banda the first of May, where 
the governor received them with the utmost hospitality, 
and procured them a passage to Batavia, where they: ar 
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